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Note: This file contains the current orchestra biography  
in three different lengths: long / medium / short. 

 

Orchestra Biography 
Südwestdeutsches Kammerorchester Pforzheim 

As of July 2026 

 

 

Long Version 

SÜDWESTDEUTSCHES KAMMERORCHESTER PFORZHEIM  
/ SOUTHWEST GERMAN CHAMBER ORCHESTRA PFORZHEIM 
 

A fresh and gripping musical approach and stylistic diversity from early to contemporary 
music are the distinctive marks of the Southwest German Chamber Orchestra Pforzheim. 
With a fixed base of fourteen musicians from seven countries, the ensemble is one of the 
very few full-time chamber orchestras in Europe and recognized for its exceptional 
homogeneity and flexibility of sound, qualities that are maintained even in larger formations 
with additional wind and string players drawn from a permanent pool of musicians. 

 
The Southwest German Chamber Orchestra Pforzheim was founded in 1950 by Friedrich 
Tilegant, a pupil of Paul Hindemith. The ensemble quickly gained international recognition 
and became known for the distinctive “Tilegant sound,” heard at the festivals in Salzburg, 
Lucerne and Leipzig as well as on worldwide concert tours. Maurice André, Dietrich Fischer-
Dieskau, Frans Brüggen and Yehudi Menuhin were just some of the great musicians who 
collaborated with the orchestra. 

 
Following the early death of its founder in 1968, the orchestra was shaped in particular by 
Paul Angerer, Vladislav Czarnecki, Sebastian Tewinkel, Timo Handschuh and Douglas 
Bostock. With the beginning of the 2026/27 season, the Swiss soloist, conductor and 
programmer Reto Bieri has assumed the artistic direction as Artist in Residence, bringing 
new impulses to the ensemble and continuing its artistic development.  

 
The Southwest German Chamber Orchestra Pforzheim has made numerous radio 
broadcasts and around 300 recordings, many of which have received international awards. 
Numerous world premieres by composers such as Jean Françaix, Harald Genzmer, Enjott 
Schneider and Mike Svoboda further demonstrate the ensemble’s outstanding expertise in 
contemporary music. 
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In recent years the orchestra has continued to perform with internationally renowned soloists 
and artistic partners including Nigel Kennedy, Andrea Bocelli, Mischa Maisky, Christian 
Tetzlaff, Lars Vogt, Giora Feidman, Iris Berben and Senta Berger. It has appeared throughout 
Europe — including at the Prague Spring Festival, Schleswig-Holstein Music Festival, 
Schwetzingen Festival, Flanders Festival, Festival Euro Mediterraneo Rome and OsterKlang 
Vienna — as well as in the USA and Japan. 

 
In addition, the ensemble has continuously expanded its artistic spectrum through projects 
in world music, jazz, crossover, literature, cabaret, opera, dance and puppet theatre. 
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Medium Version 

SÜDWESTDEUTSCHES KAMMERORCHESTER PFORZHEIM  
/ SOUTHWEST GERMAN CHAMBER ORCHESTRA PFORZHEIM 
 

A fresh and gripping musical approach and stylistic diversity from early to contemporary 
music are the distinctive marks of the Southwest German Chamber Orchestra Pforzheim. 
With a fixed base of fourteen musicians from seven countries, the ensemble is one of the 
very few full-time chamber orchestras in Europe and recognized for its exceptional 
homogeneity and flexibility of sound. 

 

The orchestra was founded in 1950 by Friedrich Tilegant, a pupil of Paul Hindemith. The 
ensemble quickly gained international recognition and was soon heard at the festivals in 
Salzburg, Lucerne and Leipzig as well as on worldwide concert tours with great musicians 
such as Maurice André, Dietrich Fischer-Dieskau, Frans Brüggen and Yehudi Menuhin. 
Following the early death of its founder, the orchestra was shaped in particular by Paul 
Angerer, Vladislav Czarnecki, Sebastian Tewinkel, Timo Handschuh and Douglas Bostock. 

 

With the beginning of the 2026/27 season, the Swiss soloist, conductor and programmer 
Reto Bieri has assumed the artistic direction as Artist in Residence and continues to develop 
the ensemble’s sound, stylistic identity and programming. 

 

The Southwest German Chamber Orchestra Pforzheim has made numerous radio 
broadcasts and around 300 recordings. Today, it continues to collaborate with internationally 
renowned soloists and artistic partners such as Nigel Kennedy, Andrea Bocelli, Mischa 
Maisky, Christian Tetzlaff, Lars Vogt, Giora Feidman, Iris Berben and Senta Berger and has 
appeared with them throughout Europe — including at the Prague Spring Festival, 
Schleswig-Holstein Music Festival, Schwetzingen Festival, the Flanders Festival and 
OsterKlang Vienna — as well as in the USA and Japan. 
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Short Version 

SÜDWESTDEUTSCHES KAMMERORCHESTER PFORZHEIM  
/ SOUTHWEST GERMAN CHAMBER ORCHESTRA PFORZHEIM 
 

The South West German Chamber Orchestra Pforzheim, comprising musicians from seven 
nations, is one of the very few full-time chamber orchestras in Europe. Founded in 1950 by 
Friedrich Tilegant, the ensemble quickly gained international recognition and soon appeared 
at festivals in Salzburg, Lucerne and Leipzig as well as on concert tours throughout the world 
with artists such as Maurice André, Dietrich Fischer-Dieskau, Frans Brüggen and Yehudi 
Menuhin. 

 

Today, the South West German Chamber Orchestra Pforzheim continues to collaborate with 
internationally renowned soloists and artistic partners including Nigel Kennedy, Andrea 
Bocelli, Mischa Maisky, Christian Tetzlaff, Lars Vogt, Giora Feidman, Iris Berben and Senta 
Berger, and has performed with them throughout Europe, the United States and Japan. Over 
the course of its successful history, the ensemble has recorded around 300 LPs and CDs. 

 

At the beginning of the 2026/27 concert season, Swiss soloist, conductor and programmer 
Reto Bieri assumed the artistic direction as Artist in Residence, bringing new musical 
impulses to the ensemble.  
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